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RWANDA: Cease-Fire Agreement Announced

Government negotiators and the Tutsi-dominated rebels have agreed
to a cease-fire in the ethnic fighting that has displaced nearly a
million people, but prospects for renewed peace negotiations later
this month are still in doubt. The agreement, to go into effect tonight,
calls for rebel forces to withdraw from areas captured since 8 February
and for the approximately 240 recentiy deployed French troops to leave.
The OAU, with help from a UN-sponsored international force, is to
monitor a demilitarized zone.|
government representatives ar¢ unceriain whether President
Habyarimana will support the agreement, and the rebels have continued
10 make advances near a provincial capital. |:|

Comment: Habyarimana has undercut previous peace talks and is
likely to oppose parts of this agreement, particularly the departure of
French troops. New talks stand a good chance of deadlock as long as
Habyarimana continues to believe that the cease-fire agreement and
earlier discussions on power sharing are unacceptable. Fighting may
resume if the OAU is unable to establish demilitarized zones quickly.
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